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A Celebration of Swarm Season
Swarm Season is a good indication of honeybee
health in our communities.   A strong colony of
Honeybees, when the Queen is laying 1,000 to
1,500 eggs a day, will support the rearing of new
Queens.  In this procreation of the species a single
organism divides and becomes two.  The original
Queen will leave in a primary swarm once the new
Queens begin to pipe in their cells, announcing their
emergence and the beginning of a new phase in the
colonys’ life.

This good swarm season celebrates the vibrancy
of honeybee colonies in our area.

Photo: Chris Harp
Ray Bradley of Bradley Farm in New Paltz embracing his first
swarm of the season, hanging from a blooming apple tree.
Below and right – Bees in swarm flight and cluster in Accord.
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At HoneybeeLives, I liken swarm season to being a
member of a volunteer fire department.  The phone
rings… you drop what you are doing… grab the
ladder and the bucket….. and go!
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In your beekeeping days, you will have an
opportunity to catch a swarm.  While in swarm
flight and cluster they are especially docile, with no
sovereignty to defend.  Once in cluster they cling to
each other, the Queen safely in their midst, awaiting
a consensus about where to move.  Scouts look for a
hollow tree, or a hole in the side of a structure,
offering them a cavity to build a new home.

You can shake the cluster into a hive with one sharp
jerk of the branch, with the hive held as close below
as possible.  Then when you clearly see the girls
fanning the Queen’s scent out at the entrance you



know you have the Queen and the rest will follow
her into the hive.

Please remember to smoke the Queen’s scent off the
branch where they had been, and leave the hive box
at the location until all the scouts have returned at
dusk.

If a swarm cluster is too high up for you to collect,
bless them and wish them well in their search for a
new home.
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The spring was buzzing with activity through
numerous honeybee handoffs and classes.  Oh,
the glorious sound of bees after a long winter,
during the package installation demo in April!

The Ulster County Beekeeping Association!
UCBA is rocking!  The public launch on April 11
was an amazing event with over 200 people in
attendance at the Rosendale Community Center.  It
was an enormous effort from many people, however
the numbers prove that the need exists, and there is
satisfaction in good work done.
As of the second meeting in June, there are 62
household memberships!   If you are interested in
this newly formed association please email:
UlsterCountyBeekeepers@yahoo.com.

News of the UCBA launch made the front page
(and back page) of the Ulster County Press on April
3rd.  Grai is honored to be a driving force, and
act as UCBA’s President.
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Bees Outside the Box
Warm and humid nights will draw bees out onto the
surfaces of their hive, quite often in a clump at the
entrance.  Honeybees need to keep their brood at the
correct temperature, and moisture level, so some
must hang outside to keep everything right inside.



Pleasures of Teaching
This Spring offered us new teaching experiences.

Chris was asked to co-teach the April beekeeping
class at the Pfeiffer Center with its director Mac
Mead and Ross Conrad, the Vermont beekeeper
and author of “Natural Beekeeping: Organic
Approaches to Modern Apiculture.”

The resulting class, Organic Beekeeping:
Principles and Practices, was a wonderful sharing
of different perspectives, creating a rewarding
experience for all involved.

In May, HoneybeeLives hosted a daylong workshop
for the 6th Grade class from the Genesee
Community Charter School in Rochester, NY.
This trip was a culmination of months spent
studying honeybees in their school, including
dissecting them under a microscope.  29 students
and 6 teachers or chaperones arrived on a bus!

It is fitting that this final phase also focused on team
building and division of responsibility within the
class, much like the communal life in a honeybee

colony.  They were a brilliant, and inspiring group
of youngsters.  We hope there are future beekeepers
in their midst.

They enjoyed passing around comb from a Top Bar
Hive - and then eating it!

SUMMER CLASS SCHEDULE

Bee Buzz for Kids
HoneybeeLives Apiary,  New Paltz, NY

Saturday, June 28  or  Saturday, August 2

10 - 11:30 am, (4 - 9 yr olds) $10 per person
12:30 -2 pm  (10 - 15 yr olds) $10 per person

Lecture on Honeybees and Organic Beekeeping
Sustainable Living Resource Center,Rosendale, NY
Monday, July 21    5:30pm – 8pm   $25 per person

or
Sunday, August 17  11am – 1:30pm  $25 per person



Spikenard Top Bar Hive
The production of Spikenard Top Bar Hives was
successfully launched this winter under the
entrepreneurship of Pat Imbimbo at New England
Farms.  Chris has been instrumental in developing
the working design from Gunther Hauk and Luis
Feliciano’s blueprints at the Pfeiffer Center.

The beautiful design adds to the adventure of
beekeeping, and allows us to observe the vibrancy
of honeybee culture beyond the Langstroth box.
This TBH incorporates a Varroa Screen, a viewing
window on one side, and the ability to add standard
ten-frame honey supers.

The Spikenard Top Bar Hive is available from Pat
at NewEnglandFarms@aol.com for $300 - plus
shipping.  If you purchase one, please mention that
you learned of it through HoneybeeLives, as we
will then receive a percentage of the profit for our
participation in its development.

A portion of the proceeds from each sale will be
donated to Gunther Hauk’s Honeybee Sanctuary at
Spikenard Farm in Illinois.

Gifts of acknowledgement!
Chris feels honored to have received two recent
acknowledgements of his good work.

In April, he was given The Cancer Awareness
Coalition’s Earth Day Award for his work
promoting environmental health through his natural
treatment of honeybees and their care.

In June, Chris received a letter from NYS
Governor David A. Paterson, from the Executive
Chamber.  A copy of the text follows.

June 3, 2008

Dear Mr. Harp,

I want to commend your tremendous work
in fostering awareness and knowledge of
naturalistic and organic beekeeping practices in
New York State.

Your unique, empathetic approach to the
plight of the honeybee has encouraged greater
consideration of the reciprocal relationship between
this invaluable creature and humans.  By
emphasizing care and respect for the honeybee over
opportunism and disregard, your teachings provide
a healthier alternative for modern apiculture as well
as a broader human message of the significance of
compassion in contemporary society.

Please accept my profound admiration for
your exemplary work, and best wishes for all your
future endeavors.

Sincerely,
David A. Paterson

We are blessed to be beekeepers.
Thank you for your interest and support of
honeybees, and for being a part of our blessings.

Grai St. Clair Rice and Christopher Harp
HoneybeeLives, New Paltz, NY
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